Degree Requirement Topics for Discussion

Definition of "excess hours" in the following areas: "activities credits", "technical" credits", and course work taken outside of ASC
Current guidelines mandate that a maximum of six hours of activities credits can be counted toward a bachelors degree in the Arts and Sciences, and a maximum of twelve hours of technical credits. Further, no more than fifteen hours of credits from professional college courses not approved by the CCI can be counted toward the total hours to degree. We will consider a re-alignment in these areas.

Number of upper division hours required for graduation
Current guidelines mandate sixty upper division hours.

Definition and expectations related to "free electives"
University rules specify that "Every undergraduate curriculum must provide for a minimum of fifteen hours of free electives" [3335-8-06]  Many programs within ASC as well as in the professional colleges do not currently adhere to this rule. We will need to consider what an appropriate set of expectations for free elective credits should include.  Central to this discussion is whether the B.A. degree expectations should differ from those for the B.S. and tagged degrees. 

University definition of "Basic Education"
University Rule 3335-8-07 establishes a base level of general education hours for all undergraduate students.  The rule was ratified in 1975, and it reflects the general education template in place at that time (which was termed "Basic Education Requirements” or "BER").  This rule will also need to be re-written.  In light of the new "Breadth Area" requirements the ASC Senate approved last June for the B.A. degree, the CCI will need to propose new language for this requirement.  As you review the existing rule, please consider whether we should also include "Skills Area" expectations in the revised version.

Limitations to AP Course Credit
The CCI has been considering restricting the awarding of AP credit such that every student will need to take at least one breadth area course, and possibly also one skill area course. 

Use of "Pass/Non-Pass" Option in GEC
Discussion in the CCI last year included a possible allowance for one GEC course to be taken "pass/non-pass", with an additional option to revert to the letter grade by the 8th week of the quarter.

Maximum hours allowed in a single registrar's listing (currently 80)

Possible Changes to Insight Areas
Diversity (existing requirement)

Visual Literacy

Technological Literacy

Moral Reasoning

B.A. Math Requirement

At the moment a student must either achieve placement level L (calculus-ready) or higher on the math placement exam or take one out of a list of courses.  This list is inconsistent with the placement level L--many of the courses have much lower placement level as prerequisite to entry into them.  We (MAPS and math) would propose simply listing these courses and not mention a placement level as an explicit alternative.  It would then be more consistent with the way the BS GECs are handled, i.e., courses are simply listed there.  If a student took AP calculus (depending on the outcome of our AP discussions) and got credit for a math course they are done.  Otherwise they would take one of the courses listed.  Note that the list includes philosophy, linguistics, computer science, as well as math. 

